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rezzar. So long as Egypt was suffered to remain
as it was, or permitted to increase in power, so long
would Palestine and Syria remain open to sudden
raid or to slow-maturing intrigue. Egypt must
be punished for past intrigues, for the army sent
to help Zedekiah, and must at the same time be
deprived of the power of making any similar trou-
ble for some time to come.

Nebuchadrezzar had driven Hophra and his
army back into Egypt, but he did not pursue,
as we have already seen, his advantage any fur-
ther at this time. Whether he made any further
assaults between that event and the thirty-seventh
year of his reign is not known to us, as our sources
of information are silent on the matter. "Whether
he did or did not Egypt remained quiet until his
time for retribution had come. In 567 Nebuchad-
rezzar invaded Egypt, determined to make an end
of its meddling in Syria. lie had opportunely
chosen the moment of his campaign. Hophra had
suffered a terrible defeat in Libya, out of which
had come dynastic difficulties.1 He had even been
compelled to associate on the throne with himself
as ooregent Amasis, iw a representative of the
national Egyptian party. After a defeat in arms
against another power, and after some sort of civil
strife in which the land received a second king,
Egypt was in nowise prepared for the invasion.
Nebuchadrezzar met with no serious opposition at
the borders, and pressed into the heart of the Nile

1 Herodotus, iv, d-cbd